We wish to invite you to the Southern Thunder Project (formerly named “Total Lightning Applications, Transition, Evaluation, Science and Technology” or “LaTEST”) workshop jointly convened by NASA’s Short-term Prediction Research and Transition Center (SPoRT), the National Weather Service, and Vaisala, Inc. The Southern Thunder Project workshop will be held in Fort Worth, TX on 25-27 July 2005.  This workshop is a follow-up to the LaTEST workshop held in Huntsville,AL on 1-2 April 2004 (http://weather.msfc.nasa.gov/sport/sport_meetings.html) and the LaTEST meeting held at the January 2005 AMS Annual Meeting in San Diego. These workshops are driven by new opportunities in the U.S. to observe total lightning activity using ground-based and satellite research systems, and at the same time deliver real-time data products to NWS forecaster workstations within portions of the southern tier of states stretching from Florida to New Mexico. This workshop will provide follow-ups to the earlier workshop’s goals of a) bringing the data and product producers together with the product and decision-making consumers, b) forming collaborations to advance the scientific understanding of thunderstorm processes, and c) developing and evaluating nowcasting and warning decision-making applications that use total lightning in an operational environment. Science and algorithm risk reduction performed now and in the coming years will help to accelerate the transition to operations for new satellite observations such as the planned lightning imaging sensors on GOES-R, and to better understand the operational value of total lightning information in general. 

During the Fort Worth Southern Thunder Project workshop we will have presentations addressing the following topics: 1) science and technology briefings on ground-based VHF techniques to map total lightning; 2) owner-operator reports on existing systems operated by NASA, NSSL, and Vaisala; 3) operational use of total lightning data in NWS forecast offices; 4) results from prior short-duration scientific field programs and operational demonstrations of the value-added from total lightning data in an operational forecast office; and 5) a breakout discussion session to further develop a project plan to conduct the Southern Thunder Project, building upon ongoing  government and university collaborations. 

If you would like to contribute a presentation, please contact Nick Demetriades.  The organizing committee will then consider your request.  Approval notification will be sent by July 15th and the final agenda will be emailed to participants by July 18th.

Nick Demetriades, Greg Patrick, Steve Goodman

